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 Christmas Gift From God
Welcome - Be sure to welcome everybody, individually and as a group, share any announcements, and open the meeting in prayer.

Warm Up:  Christmas Carol Charades Relay

Things Required
· Pieces of paper 

· Pen 

· Bowl

Procedure
· Write down the popular Christmas Carols on the pieces of paper. Fold the paper and put them in a bowl. 

· Divide the students into two teams of equal numbers. If you need to divide into more groups that’s ok. The first person from one team comes up and picks a paper. 

· He should convey the carol to his team only gestures without uttering any word. Allow time for each participant. If his team is able to guess the carol right within the prescribed time, the team gets a point. The team then sings the carol together. If the team does not get the carol the other team gets the point.
· The team with the maximum point is the winner.

Note: Some of the popular carols which you can use for the game are “Jingle Bells”, “Deck the Halls”, “Here comes Santa Claus”, “Silent Night”, “Joy to the world”, “We wish you A Merry Christmas”, “Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer”.

Work Out - (stay in the small groups and after reading, have the leaders facilitate)

Read: Matthew 2:1-11 (Page 876)

1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men from the east arrived unexpectedly in Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews?  For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him." 3 When King Herod heard this, he was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 So he assembled all the chief priests and scribes of the people and asked them where the Messiah would be born.  5 "In Bethlehem of Judea," they told him, "because this is what was written by the prophet: 6 And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the leaders of Judah:  because out of you will come a leader who will shepherd My people Israel.” 7 Then Herod secretly summoned the wise men and asked them the exact time the star appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the child. When you find Him, report back to me so that I too can go and worship Him." 9 After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it was—the star they had seen in the east!  It led them until it came and stopped above the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed beyond measure. 11 Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary His mother, a[image: image2.png]


nd falling to their knees, they worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  12 And being warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their own country by another route.

The wise men brought the rather unusual gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh to Jesus. But the first Christmas gifts were not gifts to the Child. The first Christmas gift was the gift of the Child. Christmas, at its best and purest state, is a promise of something else, something that no holiday or experience or earthly thing can satisfy. Galatians 4:4-5 says, “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons” (NIV). Isaiah 9:6 offers a description of what God has given to us:

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. (NKJV)

Each of the above descriptions of the names of Jesus deals with an important area of our lives. They are like five Christmas gifts we can open, and each is special and unusual.

First, His name is Wonderful. That takes care of the dullness of life. “Wonderful” comes from the root word “wonder.” The word used here for “wonderful” could also be translated “Amazing, surprising, astonishing, and awe-inspiring.” And as we contemplate the fact that the Almighty God made this sacrifice for us, it will produce in our heart a sense of bewilderment, awe, and worship.

Second, His name is Counselor. That takes care of the decisions of life. We all have very important decisions that we have to make. The God who is Wonderful wants to give us counsel and direction. God has a plan for each of our lives-an individual plan, not a one-size-fits-all plan. When you are overwhelmed with the decisions of life, remember there is a God who wants to counsel you.

Third, He is the Mighty God. That takes care of the demands of life. We need to be reminded that Jesus was not just a good man. He was the God-man. And this God who is Wonderful, this God who wants to be your Counselor, will give you the strength to live the life He has called you to live.

Fourth, His name is Everlasting Father. That takes care of the destiny of life. We believe in an Everlasting Father with no beginning and with no end. It reminds us that life on Earth is temporal, that heaven is so much better than anything this world has to offer. Also, this hope of an Everlasting Father resonates with those who have never had an earthly father. Because of what Jesus did for us, we can now refer to the Almighty God, Creator of the universe, as our Father who is in heaven.

Fifth, His name is the Prince of Peace. That takes care of the disturbances of life. Life is filled with disturbances and, quite frankly, Christmas can be one of the most stressful times of the year. Old problems are often brought back to the surface. Friction, stress, and problems you are having with various family members can be at the forefront of your life at this time of year. But here is One who is the Prince of Peace, One who will help you with the disturbances of life.

Whatever gifts you may have waiting for you this Christmas; they pale in comparison to God's gift for you. It is the only gift that truly keeps on giving: the gift of Eternal Life.

1. What is your all time favorite Christmas gift you received?

2. What is the best gift you gave someone else and explain why?

3. Why did the Wise Men fall to their knees and worship the baby? How do you think Mary and Joseph felt seeing these men worship their baby?

4. Read John 3:16 God gave His Son to the world, what do we receive from God’s gift to us?

5. What are some ways you can share that Christmas is not about gifts but about celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ?

6. Have you received the gift of salvation through having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ?  If not talk with you huddle coach and share with them that you would like to receive the great gift of a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

Wrap-Up - Thank everyone for being a part of the FCA Huddle and share any praises and prayer requests.   Close the meeting in prayer.
