

The Greatest Gift
Welcome:  Welcome everyone, special guests, first time visitors, begin the meeting in prayer.

Warm - Up:    The Giving Game -  (FCA Bible pg. 1450) Get in groups of 4 or 5.  You need a different gift for each person – a token or symbol of the real gift. 

1.  Ask everyone  to think and ask themselves: “If I could give something of myself to each person in the group to express my feelings for them, what would I want to give each person to keep for the rest of their lives?”

2. Exchange gifts.  Then, one at a time, go around and instruct one person to listen while each person tells why they gave the gift.  The receiver of the gift can only say, “Thanks” and nothing more.

Work Out:   Heavenly Purpose

Group Questions:  Have your kids divide into groups of 6 - 8 and have someone lead through these questions from the front, or have a student leader go through these questions with each group.

1. What is your favorite Christmas song?  What makes it your favorite?
2. What is your favorite Christmas food?
3. What is your absolute favorite thing about Christmas?

4. If someone who didn’t know anything about Christmas asked you why we celebrate Christmas, what would you tell them?
When all groups have gone through the questions, have someone read

the Christmas Story from Luke 2:1-20. 

Questions:

· Why do you think the shepherds were terrified (v. 9)?  How would you have reacted in their situation?

· Why do you think Jesus was born in the first place?  What was His purpose on earth?  What did He accomplish?

Just as Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and angels did over 2000 years ago, at Christmas, we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.   It is a very special time, highlighted by many different traditions and symbols.  Christmas Services, Christmas trees, Christmas lights and Christmas decorations on homes, Christmas Carols, Christmas parties, Christmas cookies and tasty Christmas candy.   

Christmas is a time for giving.  Everyone gets totally consumed in the giving of gifts to family, friends, and loved ones.  The greatest gift that was ever given to humanity was the gift of Jesus.  He was born to die for us.  In God giving us the gift of His son, through Him, we can receive a gift that lasts longer than the average Christmas gift.  This gift, salvation, lasts for eternity.  

· Have you received the gift of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ?  You can do this today.

Say:  If you have never asked for forgiveness of your sins and placed your trust in Jesus as your Savior and Lord, I would ask you to join with me in this prayer.  

Pray:  Dear God,  I ask that you forgive me of my sins.  I receive your gift that you have given to us in Jesus.  Allow me to be a part of your family.  Give me a fresh start with a clean slate.  Thank you for taking my sins and allowing me to have eternal life. Take control of my life and help me to follow You in obedience.  Amen.

Wrap Up: Thank everyone for coming, share Prayer Requests, Close in Prayer,

