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Resurrection & Redemption - Meeting  2        

“The Supreme Sacrifice!”

Welcome:  Be sure to welcome everybody, individually and as a group, share any announcements, and open the meeting in prayer. 
Warm Up:  (Small Group Discussion, 2-5 people per group)

Live Like You Were Dying - pg. 1439

Work Out:   One Mind
There was a High School football team that when the players were freshmen, they had a stellar 1-9 record and there was not that much fun during the season.  Every team wanted to play them for Homecoming.  The upperclassmen began to become critical of each other, the coaches, and the underclassmen.  Parents were calling the School Board to complain.  The called the newspaper, the principal and generally anyone that would listen and some that wouldn’t.  No one believed in that team, the coaches, the program or the administration that was at the school.  The only people that believed in the coaches and the team was the freshmen.  They had an incredible middle school team only losing 1 game in two years. That team grew together.  When the group became sophomores they had finished the season 3-7.  Some of the positivity from the young players had rubbed off on the upperclassmen.  The coaches had new life.  Their Junior year they went 4-6 and now it was their turn.  

This particular school had not made the playoffs in 20 years.  But now, the group that had grown up together had a team meeting during the Spring.  They decided that they needed to have one purpose…one focus…one mind.  They did not want to play divided again.  They decided to come together and make sacrifices for the better of the team.  That group of Freshmen finished their Senior season with a 9-1 record and made it to the playoffs for the first time in 20 years.  They were constantly renewing their commitment to one another and it translated to the field.  However, this renewal didn’t just stop with the football team.  It bled over to the basketball teams, volleyball team, baseball team and even golf team.  Each of those teams made runs deep into the playoffs…because of the renewing of their focus and commitment.  Sacrifice is not an easy thing.

Read  Genesis 22:1-19 (pg. 60 FCA Bible) 

1.  Why do you think God asked Abraham to sacrifice his son?  Why do you think Abraham obeyed?

2. How does this story illustrate the sacrifice made by God the Father and His Son, Jesus?

3. Is it possible that God is calling you to make a huge sacrifice for Him?  What is it?  How will you respond?

4. Does obedience to coaches, parents, teachers or other authorities sometimes require a big sacrifice on your part?  How might God bless you when you make those sacrifices?

Wrap Up:
The ultimate sacrifice anyone can give is their life.  There is a story about a little boy who walked into a church to hear what was going on inside.  He was wearing a pair of overalls without a shirt underneath.  He walked to the front pew of the church and sat down.  The minister received an offering and the little boy had nothing to put in the plate.  So he took the plate and set it on the ground and put both feet on the inside of the plate.  Yes, he was standing in the offering plate.  

The minister came down and asked him what he was doing.  The little boy told the minister that he had no money so instead, he was giving himself to God for an offering.  Christ did the same for each of us.  He gave himself for you.  He gave himself for God.  He made the ultimate sacrifice.  

You may have already given your life to God but have put your relationship with Him on the backburner.  Today you can renew your commitment to Him.  

Some of you may have never made the decision to accept Christ’s gift of salvation.  Today you can.  

If you want to get to know Jesus personally the way Paul did, turn to page 1497 and review “More Than Winning.”

Close In Prayer

1.  Pray for those to renew their commitment to Christ

2. Pray for those to accept Christ.


