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 Miracles 

The story of Jim Roper is a story of miracles, big and small.  With his wife Ginger at his side, Jim has battled ï and beaten ï three 
forms of cancer within the last 5 years, all without giving up his volunteer work with FCA. 

Born into a large family in Slidell, Louisiana, with a devout Christian mother, Jim went to church his entire life and came to know 
Christ at an early age.  When he met Ginger, he was a high school track and football coach, and she taught at another school.  ñHer 
school did not have a track, so she brought her girlsô team to my school to practice,ò Jim said.  ñI like to say she chased me around 
the track until I let her catch me!ò   

A coach for 18 years, Jim got involved with FCA in Slidell in the late 1970s, serving as 
a huddle leader and leading a weekly prayer breakfast. Retired from coaching in 1983, 
he went into construction until being diagnosed with Burkettôs Lymphoma in 2005.    
During treatment, he suffered several setbacks.  ñThe doctors told my family four times 
to prepare for the worst, and I pulled through.  My life really has been a  series of   
miracles.  God has kept me around,ò he added. 

The Ropers moved to Memphis in 2008, to be near their daughter, who was expecting 
her first child.  Jim and Ginger are also parents of two sons, and grandparents of six.  
Once here, they joined Christ United Methodist Church, and on their first Sunday 
saw a bulletin announcement asking for volunteers to come to a meeting about FCA.   
ñThat was the first year the church had committed to sponsor an FCA football camp for 
East High School,ò  Jim recalled.  ñI was the only one there with FCA experience.ò  

2010 is the third year CUMC has sponsored an FCA summer football camp for East 
High.  The church has also sponsored a team football banquet the past two years. 

ñBefore we got involved, East had not had a football banquet for 11 years.ò  More importantly, volunteers from CUMC are faithful to 
minister to Eastôs football team throughout the season.  ñWe host a pre-game meal at the church every Friday, with a devotional af-
terwards,ò Jim explained.  òIõm chaplain of the team.  I go to practices 4 or 5 times a week, and try to get involved in their lives ï 
find out who they are, what they want out of life.  A lot of those young men do not know their fathers, so I think being a father figure 
to them is the most important thing I can do.ò 

In 2009, his commitment to being that positive influence was once again stretched to the limit when Jim was diagnosed with both 
bone marrow cancer and acute myeloid leukemia.  Once again, God showed everyone exactly who was in charge.  Faced with 
the prospect of a stem cell transplant, Jim needed a close match, so he turned to his siblings.  Of the five who were tested, his sister 
Patsy was an exact match ï and the other four siblings matched each other, exactly.  ñOf the 14 categories that make up a stem cell 
match, the doctors like to see seven or more.  A match in all 14 categories is unheard-of, except for identical twins.  For Patsy and I 
to match was a miracle, and the doctors had never heard of that many family members matching each other,ò Jim said. 

Now in remission, Jim is back in Memphis and preparing for another season of football ï and another year of listening, praying, and 
guiding.  ñThe kids have shown me, at camp and at school, that they have character.  They are well-mannered, willing to follow   
directions and listen.ò  When they listen to their chaplain, they will hear a story of faith, of endurance and, most of all, of miracles, 
that will inspire them on and off the field. 
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Jim Roper alongside an East High athlete 

A Life of Miracles 

As a small way to thank so many who volunteer to help further the mission of the Memphis FCA, the staff of Heart and Soul have begun a  
new series that will feature a different  volunteer each issue. This month, FCA is proud to Spotlight long time Character Coach Jim Roper. 



 

FCAõs Ministry Fundamentals: SHARE Him, SEEK Him, LEAD Others, LOVE Others  

 

Summer Camp Success! 

Stay abreast of FCA happenings and 
events as well as help us share our 
good news by joining our fan page   

TODAY! 

BUT WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP! 

In fact, weôll just say this is a òCall to Actionó article for camp funds, as FCA is 
still under-funded for this important aspect of 
our ministry.  This year, Memphis FCA spon-
sored groups at 3 different national FCA 
Camps for high school student-athletes. 

At Leadership Camp in Jackson, Miss., 12 Memphis area students gathered from 
June 3-6, with over 200 students from across the Southeast, to learn how to be l  
eaders for Christ on their campuses this fall.   

A total of 50 Memphis area boys, along with FCA volunteers Bob Earwood, Ralph 
Fisher & Jim Tisdale, Coach Ardnett Thomas of Oakhaven High and Jeremy 

Wilbur & Paul Thomas of the FCA Staff, attended the week-long FCA Boys Sports Camp in beautiful Black Mountain, NC 
held June 14-18.  Two weeks later, 35 Memphis area girls plus Coach Liz Marable of Douglass High and Paul & Micah 
Thomas were blessed to attend an outstanding Girls Sports Camp in Black Mountain from June 28-July 2.  God moved in 
a mighty way during each of the camps, through special speakers, music & worship, and small group huddle time.     
Campers also participated in training for their respective sports, led by college coaches. 

Here are a few comments from Memphis area students:  

ñThank you for allowing me to attend this camp and giving me the great  
chance of getting closer to Jesus Christ.ò 

ñI wish everyone I know could go to this camp so they can see the true power of God.ò 
ñThis camp is different, and I am really changing. I know now that God will  

never fail me and my faith has become stronger.ò 

 
Next up is the Team FCA Football Camps in conjunction with 11 partner churches ï Millington First Baptist, Bartlett UMC, 
Bellevue Baptist, Central Church, Christ United Methodist, Collierville First Baptist, Ellendale Baptist, Faith Baptist, Grace 
Evangelical, Impact Baptist and Second Presbyterian. These camps include time for the teams to practice, eat, sleep, hear 
from dynamic speakers and musicians and participate in small group sessions led by adult volunteers. 

 

To help FCA meet its mission of  impacting student 
athletes for Christ, we need more generous        

supporters to help provide a reliable financial base 
for our ministry.  Our Automatic Monthly Partner 

program offers a convenient means to invest in 
FCA via bank account or credit card.   

 

Would you help us spread the word about this easy 
way to support FCA?    

 
For more information on how you can become a 

monthly partner, visit www.memphisfca.org. 


