
October was extremely busy with last minute planning for The Main Event, 2008!  

- Support Raising—
specifically to pay for “The 
Moose” 
 
- Safe Travel 

Please Pray For... 
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Until next month, God Bless. 
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Message From Joel 
Teammates, 
 
Below are a few of the responses we 
received from The Main Event.  
Thank you so much for your prayers 
and support.  You helped make it 
happen. 
 
“My daughter said that she will be 
proud to wear her #33 OSU jersey. I 
asked why? She said that James L. is 
wearing #33 out on the field playing 
football for Jesus. She said that when 
she wears that jersey, now she will 
tell others about Jesus and will be 
proud of it!”  
 
“Thank you Joel. You really helped 
me to understand why I need to have 
a personal relationship with God, 
God bless your family you are doing 
something great.” 
 
I am 55 years old and have been a 
Christian since I was 8 or 9 years old 
and the testimony of Malcolm, Mar-
cus and James all hit me hard.  I felt 
like they each said things that pierced 
my heart.  There was a power behind 
their sincere and heartfelt words that 
we know of course was the Holy 
Spirit.  I was there two years ago and 
heard Marcus and James speak then.  
I was greatly impressed that not only 
has the Holy Spirit kept them true to 
their faith despite their fame, but how 
much they had matured in their bold-
ness to proclaim the gospel unasham-
edly.”  

God Bless, 

The Community Ministry has been very blessed 
for the past year to be able to travel in an ex-
tremely nice 2005 Dodge Dakota which we nick-
named “The Goose.” A one year lease of “The 
Goose” was donated to us by a fellow believer.  
Unfortunately due to difficult economic times in 
his business the owner was unable to renew the 
lease this year.  We scrambled to find a vehicle 
that would fit all of our equipment but also was 
affordable.  Just two days before The Main Event, 
we officially said goodbye to “The Goose” and 
hello to our newest friend, “The Moose.” “The 
Moose” is a 15 passenger white van which has 
room to carry the four (soon to be five!) of us, our 
equipment, and has room to spare for us to im-
prove our presentations by adding some equip-
ment.  Although we were excited to quickly be 
able to find a vehicle that met our needs, we 
weren’t counting on this large financial hit to our 
budget.  Our plan is to ask our financial support 
team to make a special contribution to this unex-
pected cost.  If you have not yet contributed but 
you are interested in helping meet this special 
need, please email me back with your address so I 
can send you a letter.  If you would like to give 
right now, please click on the link in the email 
that says “Donate Securely Online” and be sure to 
indicate—Community Ministry, Joel Penton. Or, 
you can write a check to the address included in 
this email. 

From “The Goose” to “The Moose” 

The Main Event, 2008 
After months of planning we finally were able to 
see the fruits of our labor on Oct. 27th in St. John 
Arena.  This year’s Main Event brought us new 
challenges that we did not face in 2006.  Two 
major challenges were not being able to hold a 
press conference and the lack of momentum lead-
ing up to the event with two key losses in the 
Buckeye’s season.  Because of these factors, we 
knew this year’s Main Event would not bring as 
many people as 2006.   Nonetheless, the churches 
did an awesome job promoting the event this year 
and around 6,000 people filled St. John Arena to 
hear the testimonies of Coach Tressel and numer-
ous Buckeye Football Players.  We found out the 
next day that 1311 people made either new com-
mitments or recommitments to Christ!  Also, the 
area of follow-up was much more efficient this 
year.  The Main Event 2 brought around 400 peo-
ple to The Church at Mill Run to get detailed in-
structions on beginning a new relationship with 
the Lord.  Also, a high percentage of contacts 
received a personal call or email to make sure 
they were taking the next step in their walk with 
Jesus.   What a true testimony to the Body of 
Christ! 

 Goodbye “Goose!”  

 Coach Tressel and the Players at The Main Event 


