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In November, we were able to see some of the fruit of our efforts!

The

We really try to give the evening as much of a
concert feel” a

“

This month, we had our first few shots at
the new strategy for our Comeback events.
If you remember last month I spoke about
Ryan’s role now being the main draw for
our Comeback events. Instead of hearing
more about Joel with some songs by musi-
cal guest, Ryan Holliday, now students are
invited back to a free evening concert
where Joel shares the gospel. So far we
have had 3 of these concert Comebacks
and we are extremely impressed with the
turnout. Our attendance has bumped up
from 225 people per Comeback to about
275. One of the most exciting differences
is not just the size of the audience but the
composition. The past 3 events have had
almost 100% of the attendance be High
School or Middle School students! We
also see all types of kids coming to the
events, not just the Ohio State football
fans. Finally, the best part yet, at just the
first concert 38 students indicated putting
their faith in Christ for the first time!

COMPETITORS FOR CHRIST

, Strateg yPIease prRyeesgeqiplly fpr Ryan during

this transition. He is now beginning to
share more of his testimony at the events.
Pray for boldness and a clear message.

bl e _—
™ oy
Ryan shares with close to 300 students at

Plainfield High School in Indiana

Update on Joel 111

Joel III had a great month also. He said
his first words, “Da Da” of course, he cut
3 molar teeth, and he celebrated his first
Thanksgiving. Pretty soon he will be
walking and we cannot believe he is al-
most 1 year old! All those older people
were right when they said ‘They grow up
so fast!” ha.

Joel 111

Until next month ,

- Bethany Penton

November 2009

Please Pray For...

- God to be glorified in
everything we do

- Ryan sharing his testimony

-The growth of planted seeds
(see below)

Message From Joel

Teammates,

As traveling evangelists we get to see
some incredible things. Often when we
simply preach the clear Gospel message
people will turn to Christ on the spot.
Christians sometimes rededicate their
lives to Christ as well. However, it is a
rare occasion to see the long term results
of the seeds we plant. One such rare
occasion was presented earlier this fall. I
received an email from Jenni, the mem-
bership coordinator at a church where I
spoke in August of 2008. She shared a
report with us about a man named Larry
who was recently baptized at her church.
Apparently Larry had been a mean, bitter
and almost suicidal person until he re-
cently met Jesus. Since his new life in
Christ began, he has been growing by
leaps and bounds. He just recently
shared his testimony for the first time at
his baptism service. During his testi-
mony he shared that not long after he
started going to church he bought a Bi-
ble. Inside the front cover he wrote the
date of the first time he attended that
church. Something very special took
place during his first service there. He
claims that during the service God
opened his ears to finally hear the truth.
He says that it seemed like the words of
the sermon were spoken directly to him.
Amazingly it was the day I had preached
there. Little did he know that it was
about the 100th time I had preached that
same sermon and he was probably the
10,000th person to hear it. What a great
reminder of God’s willingness to use
anyone who will simply proclaim the
Gospel, even one-trick ponies like me!

God Bless,

- _Joel



