
For us, Spring is a time of new life and new opportunities 

- God to be glorified in  

  everything we do 

 

- Safe Travel 

 

- The Big News 

   (see below) 
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-  Joel 

Until next month , 

 

- Bethany Penton 

Message From Joel 
Teammates, 

 

We have some great news!  Bethany 

and I are expecting our second 

child! The baby is due September 

16th.  We donôt know the gender yet 

but we will be finding that out in a 

couple weeks.  We really have no 

preference in terms of boy or girl.  

We are just praying for another 

healthy baby.  As with the last preg-

nancy, Bethany is a champ with no 

sickness and looking so good that 

people still don't believe she is preg-

nant.  Joel III has been such a joy 

that we aren't sure whether we can 

take double the joy in our lives.  I 

guess we will figure it out.  We 

would love it if you could pray for 

the pregnancy.  Pray that God will 

continue to use this journey of par-

enthood in our lives to teach us what 

it truly means to be children of God.  

I have included a picture below of 

the day we got the big news from a 

home test.  If you zoom in and 

squint, you can see the test result. 

God Bless, 

Down South Again The Catholic Connection 
For some reason it is a rare occasion for 

Joel to be invited to speak at a Catholic 

church.  Thatôs why it was so exciting for 

him to speak at not one but two Catholic 

churches this March and on back to back 

days.  The first church, St. Brigid of Kil-

dare in Dublin, had Joel and Ryan back 

for the third year in a row for their confir-

mation retreat.  Itôs exciting to know that 

they are pleased enough to continue hav-

ing us back! One of the students wrote 

about Joelôs talk, ñI learned that even 

though my commitment may not be easy, 

it is worth it and will ultimately bring me 

closer to Jesus.ò  

The second church we visited was in 

New Middletown, Ohio.  All five of us 

were able to travel to this church to take 

part in the Parish Mission which is an 

annual multi-night event similar to a re-

vival.  We could not believe the turnout; 

with hundreds of students, parents and 

grandparents in attendance.  Joel spoke, 

Ryan led worship and I even got to share 

my testimony!  I donôt know who got 

more out of the evening, the congregation 

or us. 

For the second time this school year, Joel 

and Ryan traveled down to Virginia for a 

day of events.  This time the destination 

was Appomattox, VA.  You may be fa-

miliar with the name of the small town 

which is significant for a couple of his-

torical reasons.  First, General Robert E. 

Lee fought his final battle and surren-

dered at Appomattox Court House, effec-

tively ending the American Civil War.  

And second, Joelôs grandmother, Sara 

Jordan, had her first teaching job many 

years ago at Appomattox High School 

(pictured above).  Joel and Ryan had a 

full day at Appomattox, presenting three 

assemblies to all the students in the 

school system grades 5 through 12.  We 

were also able to partner with the school 

FCA as well and line up a concert that 

evening.  Joel and Ryan had a great time 

spending the day investing into the lives 

of so many students.  They even got to 

eat a lunch specially prepared by the high 

school culinary arts class!  Please pray 

for more great opportunities to reach stu-

dents with the gospel. 

St. Brigid of Kildare Church 

Old Appomattox High School 


