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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





Contact:  Shannon Beam, Ministry Coordinator (239) 272-9282
Fellowship of Christian Athletes and Sports World Ministries 
Presents a “100 hole” 
“GOLF MARATHON!”
Fundraising Event 
March 27th Event Includes Golf Marathon, Luncheon, Speakers, Prizes, and More!

[Naples, Florida – February 13, 2009]  
     The Southwest Florida Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) Area Director, Gretchen Shelton, is pleased to announce Southwest Florida FCA’s first ever Golf Marathon co-sponsored by Sports World Ministries on Friday, March 27th.  Thirty players will embark upon a strenuous, but worthwhile day in an effort to raise funds to make a tremendous difference in the lives of young people.  The 2009 “100 hole” Golf Marathon will be held at the beautiful Bentley Village in North Naples, FL.  At 7:00 a.m., the marathon will begin with a welcome meeting.  Registration will begin at 6:30 a.m.  The goal is for players to safely play as many holes as they can in the shortest amount of time in an effort to raise $50,000.  The funds raised at this year’s event will help both ministries here in Southwest Florida to reach young people for Jesus Christ.  Players will be raising funds through pledges they receive per hole completed.  
     After the event, lunch will be served and prizes awarded followed by a presentation from former NFL Detroit Lions and Seattle Seahawks player Herman Weaver “Thunderfoot.”  Guest appearances will also be made by Ray McElroy, former NFL player for the Chicago Bears (and current Team Chaplain); and Levar Fisher, former NFL Punter for the Seattle Seahawks.
About FCA


The Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) is a trans-denominational Christian ministry directly involved with youth in our schools focusing on four major areas of ministry: Coaches, Campus, Camps, and Community.  The Southwest Florida chapter of FCA serves the counties of Collier, Lee, Hendry, and Glades.  They support student athletes who serve as leaders for huddle groups in 60% of our area schools with thousands of students participating and hundreds every year coming to faith in Christ.  The Golf Marathon will support FCA to reach more youth for Christ, broaden their base of consistent prayer and financial support, and further develop relationships within our community.
     Since 1954, the Fellowship of Christian Athletes has been challenging coaches and athletes on the professional, college, high school, junior high and youth levels to use the powerful medium of athletics to impact the world for Jesus Christ.  Southwest Florida FCA serves the four-county community by equipping, empowering and encouraging people to make a difference for Christ.  
About Sports World Ministries

     Since 1978 Sports World has been sending professional athletes into schools, churches, and detention centers to share hope in Christ.  Our Goal at Sports World is to bring outreaches into every community.  Three days in a community for 10 assemblies is equivalent to one outreach.  Sports World pros speak to an average of 2200 students during one outreach.  Their goal is to have twenty outreaches each semester throughout the region to help reach many more students with a message of hope.

     The mission of Sports World is to “Send professional athletes to share personal life experiences with students, helping them to recognize the consequences of their choices while challenging them with the Message of Hope.”  This fall, Sports World pros spoke to a total of 209,617 students with over 900 making salvation decisions to accept Christ!  The Lord is opening doors all across Florida. 

About our Special Guests
Ray McElroy: Ray attended Eastern Illinois University where he was a third team All-American and first team All-Conference player.  As a senior, he had the privilege of playing in the Blue Gray All-Star Classic in 1994.  In 1995, he was a fourth round draft pick by the Indianapolis Colts where he played for four years.  He then went on to play for the Chicago Bears during the 2000 season and finished his playing career with the Detroit Lions.
Herman Weaver: Herman played college football at the University of Tennessee and 11 years of professional football with the Detroit Lions and Seattle Seahawks.  While at Tennessee, he had a punt of 71 yards and recorded the best hang-time ever of 5.7 seconds.  While playing in the NFL with the Detroit Lions, Herman was nick-named “Thunderfoot” by Howard Cosell on Monday Night Football.  Herman was NFC Punter of the Year in 1975 and named “One of the Top 20 Punters of all Time” by Sporting News.  Herman is married to Suzy and they have 2 children.  They reside in Chattanooga, Tennessee.

Levar Fisher:  Honors include Academic All American, Consensus All American Football Player, Defensive Player of the Year; Arizona Cardinals - ‘95-’96, ’02-‘05
For more information, contact Shannon Beam, Ministry Coordinator, at (239) 272-9282, by email at sbeam@fca.org or online at www.swfloridafca.org.
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